   
City of New Madrid
City Council Meeting Minutes
July 22, 2019, 6:00 p.m.

The Board of Aldermen met on Monday, July 22, 2019 at 6:00 pm in the Council Chamber at City Hall.  Mayor Richard Bodi presided with the following present:  Ald. Wade, Chism, Young, and White.

	OLD BUSINESS:

1. The Mayor called the meeting to order.  

The Minutes from the July 16, 2019 meeting were presented.  Ald. Chism made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Ald. Wade seconded, all voted “yes” and the minutes were accepted.

	NEW BUSINESS

1. Visitors:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Robert Cook of Southeast Missouri Regional Water District appeared to inform the Council of the Districts project whereby they are monitoring the wells throughout the district to check for nutrients in the water.  They are not checking for chemicals at this time.  This is a ten year program.  They are seeking approval from the Council to proceed with this plan in the City.  It will be at no cost to the City at all and the results will be shared with the City once the results are determined.  They propose to locate the well under the Water Tower on 61 Hwy South.  They will only require 2’ of space for the well and will have a locked cover over the well.  They plan to collect samples twice a year.  The well will be between 35’ and 40’ deep.  Once the project is completed, the well will belong to the City.  They are requesting the City to sign an easement for the project.  Mayor Bodi asked Atty. Lynn Bock to review the easement and prepare a resolution for the Council’s next meeting.

Mr. Richard St. Mary of 173 St. Thomas in New Madrid appeared to ask the Council what the status is of the projects in the works to mitigate the drainage issues that are ongoing within the City.  Mayor Bodi stated that a current priority is to obtain a sonar machine to determine where the problems are with the water and sewer lines.  Up until now, the high water has increase the likelihood that the sonar would produce false readings.  So, they are currently waiting for the water level to recede.  Mayor Bodi said that the engineering company of Smith & Company came up with a recommendation to install 6 drainage projects.  The city has received a grant in the amount of $500,000 in grant money to fund 3 of those projects.  Once that happens and the 3 locations are chosen, the City will use GPS to plot the locations so that we do not waste money.

Mr. Floyd Jeske of 747 Main Street appeared before the Council to make several comments regarding the drainage problems in the City.  He stated that he was not an engineer but had several ideas as to how the City could fix the problems.  Mr. Jeske handed out a list of his recommendations for the Council to consider.    Mr. Jeske made several recommendations that the Mayor felt were cost prohibitive.  He explained to Mr. Jeske that the City was trying to operate the City primarily on interest from the investments made with the proceeds from the sale of the New Madrid Power Plant.  He stated that they hoped to have money for the City’s needs well into the next generation, but in order to do so, they had to be cautious in the expenditures and rely on grants as much as possible.  Mr. Jeske was critical of the City’s expense and use of City workers to plant trees and flowers along Main Street.  He was especially concerned that some of the trees that were planted a few years back, had been removed which he felt was a waste of money and manpower.  Mayor Bodi informed Mr. Jeske that the planting and most if not all of the labor was provided by volunteers.  Ald. White stated that those volunteers were members of the Riverbend Botanical Society, a group of ladies that gave their time to bring beauty to our downtown area to the enjoyment of all of the residents and visitors as well.  Mayor Bodi answered his inquiry regarding the removal of some of the trees, as that it had been brought to the Council’s attention that some of the trees planted along Main had been done so without the permission of the property owners.  They were then asked if they would like for the trees to be removed.  Most did not, but if they did, the City removed the trees.  If they wanted to keep the trees, then they are expected to accept the care of those trees.  Mr. Jeske then brought up a problem that he feels exists between himself and the Police Department.  Chief Higgerson was present and the Mayor asked if he would answer Mr. Jeske’s question.  Chief Higgerson said that he did not have a copy of a report of the incident and that since it is an ongoing investigation, he could not comment on it.  However, he will get the report and meet with the Mayor the next day to inform him of the particulars of the incident and Mr. Jeske’s situation.  

Resolution:  A resolution was presented awarding the bid for the installation of a new roof on the City’s residential property at #3 Greenbriar to David Hays in the amount of $12,200.00.  Ald. White made a motion to approve and Ald. Chism made a second.  All the Aldermen voted “yes” and the resolution was approved.

Next was an application by Nick White for a liquor license at 599 Main Street.  Ald. White intends to open a restaurant and serve beer and wine by the drink.  Ald. Chism made a motion to approve the license and Ald. Young seconded.  A vote was taken as follows:  Ald. Wade – yes, Ald. Chism – yes, Ald. Young – yes, Ald. White abstained.  The license was approved.

City Administrator’s Report:  Adm. McGill mentioned that now that we have the AMI system in place for utility billings, the process where service is turned off and on only requires a computer input by one of the utility clerks.  That being the case, the $50.00 charge seems an excessive burden on people that may already be struggling financially.  After a discussion, the Council asked that Adm. McGill bring forth a proposal for the next Council Meeting to reduce or eliminate the charge except when it is necessary after hours or weekends since it would require overtime for an employee.

Adm. McGill informed the Council that he was preparing an advertisement to solicit bids for an insurance broker to help tailor an insurance package best for our employees.  The renewal date for our current plan with Mirma is December 1st so we need to begin to look at our options to improve our health care package.  The current plan with 6 Degrees has resulted in about 30% of our employees receiving large bills that are not being paid by insurance.  He mentioned that he did not want to see employees leaving employment with the City in order to go somewhere else in order to be able to pay these bills.

Dennis Pruett of Missouri Partnership was in attendance to discuss the Memorandum of Understanding with the Project America program.  Atty. Bock asked some questions regarding the need to move to a closed session.  Mr. Pruett said that the need for a closed session was due to a confidentially agreement.  Atty. Bock said that it would then be appropriate to move to a closed session.

Ald. White made a motion to move to a closed session pursuant to “B. Leasing, purchase or sale of real estate where public knowledge of the transaction might adversely affect the legal consideration there for (RSMo 610.021.2).”  Ald. Chism seconded the motion.  A vote was taken as follows:  Ald. Wade – yes, Ald. Chism – yes, Ald. Young – yes, Ald. White – yes.  The meeting moved to a closed session

The closed meeting was completed.  Ald. Chism made a motion to adjourn the closed meeting and return to open session.  Ald. White seconded.  A roll call vote was taken as follows:  Ald. Wade – yes, Ald. Chism – yes, Ald. Young – yes, Ald. White – yes.  

There being no further business, Ald. White made a motion to adjourn and Ald. Wade seconded.  All voted “yes” and the meeting adjourned.

Mr. David Hunt, Sr. of New Madrid.  Mr. Hunt thanked the Council for the new benches at the Obannon Park.  He is now appearing to request a walking trail around the sand box area at the park.  That would allow the residents, especially valuable to the older residents with grandchildren, the opportunity to walk and watch the children at the same time.  This would give the older residents something at the park that would benefit them as well as the children.  He said that he did not think the trail would be a costly thing for the City to do.  Mayor Bodi said that he thought the trail would be 6’ wide and probably about 1/8 mile from end to end.  The Mayor thanked Mr. Hunt for his suggestion and told him that the Council would talk it over and get back to him.

2. Resolution:   A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to sign a Change Order in the amount up to $8000.00 to the 2019 Tree Trimming Project for additional Tree Trimming sites was taken up.  Ald. Chism made a motion to approve the resolution.  Ald. Young seconded the motion.  A vote was taken with all the Aldermen voting “yes”.  The resolution was approved.

3. City Administrator’s Report:  Adm. Richard McGill brought up the incidents that happened during “The Loop” event that was help Saturday night.  He asked Chief Higgerson to detail the events that happened that night.  Chief Higgerson said that at 10:00 p.m. a vehicle overturned on the overpass and one of our patrolmen was sent to offer assistance.  A fight then broke out at the end of Main Street and 3 people were arrested.  Then shots were heard on St. Lawrence and another fight broke out on Mill Street, someone pulled a gun on Main and 2 people were charged in that incident.  Almost every incident began on Main Street and were fueled by alcohol and many of the revelers were from out of town.  Ald. Wade asked Chief Higgerson what he suggested that we do to stop this from happening.   Chief Higgerson stated that he thought it best not to take an official position.  If we were to ban it on that night, they would just move it to another.  He feels that first thing were should be taking some precautions. He suggests that the police increase their presence known by using more officers, stopping cars and actually looking in the cars, control the flow of traffic, close the parking lots and spread the word that the police will be more aggressive.  This was by far the biggest event of this type in the area.  

	Mayor Bodi mentioned a citizen that has voluntarily cleaned up after the “Loop” the last two 	years and how best to recognize him.  He also mentioned that there would be a meeting 	tomorrow regarding the Independence Day Celebration.  He said that we may have to move the 	fireworks if the weather does not cooperate.  He said that they staff have all of their 	assignments.  There are 8 teams enrolled in the BBQ contest.  

	Adm. Richard McGill said that Nip Kelly is ready to get to work.  Delta Milling will be here next 	week.

	Ald. White made a motion to adjourn to a closed session pursuant to: B. “Leasing, purchase or 	sale of real estate where public knowledge of the transaction might adversely affect the legal 	consideration there for (RSMo 610.021.2).  Ald. Young seconded the motion and a roll call vote 	was taken as follows:  Ald. Riley – yes, Ald. Wade – yes, Ald. Chism – yes, Ald. Young – yes, Ald. 	Cravens – yes, Ald. White – yes.  The meeting adjourned to closed session.

	Ald. Chism made a motion to adjourn back to open session.  Ald. Wade seconded and a roll call 	vote was taken as follows:  Ald. Riley – yes, Ald. Wade – yes, Ald. Chism – yes, Ald. Young – yes, 	Ald. Cravens – yes, Ald. White – yes.

Back to open session:

There being no further business, Ald. White made a motion to adjourn.  Ald. Chism seconded.  All voted “yes” and the meeting adjourned.













  

